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Introduction

Alaska’s early childhood education 

landscape is driven by both federal and 

state policies. 

Keep in mind: 

• Components of the system are 

interdependent.

• The system has evolved to focus on quality 

and developmentally appropriate care.

• Financial resources are increasingly tied to 

quality metrics. 
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Alaska Early Childhood Coordinating Council 
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https://health.alaska.gov/commissioner/pages/aeccc/default.aspx


Governance and 
Regulatory 
Structures



Regulatory Structures

Federal

• Child Care and Development 
Fund/ Child Development Block 
Grant

• Office of Head Start

• Department of Defense

• Presidential Executive Order -
April 2023 

State

• Child Care Program Office

• AS 47.32 and 7 AAC 57 -
Licensing 

• AS 47.25 and 7 AAC 41 –
Assistance 

• The Alaska Reads Act

• DEED Pre-Elementary 
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/ccdf-fundamentals
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/about-us/article/about-office-head-start
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/military-child-care-programs/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/04/18/executive-order-on-increasing-access-to-high-quality-care-and-supporting-caregivers/
https://health.alaska.gov/dpa/pages/ccare/default.aspx
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#47.32
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#7.57
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#47.25
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#7.41
https://education.alaska.gov/akreads/AK_Reads_Early_Ed_and_PAT_One-pager.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/earlylearning


Funding Streams 
and Mechanisms



State Child Care Assistance

CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT

1

LEAD AGENCY 
(STATE OR 
TRIBAL)

2

FAMILY APPLIES 
AND IS ELIGIBLE

3

PROVIDER 
REIMBURSED

4
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https://www.ffyf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_CCDBG-Fact-Sheet_AK.pdf

https://www.threadalaska.org/wp-
content/uploads/imported_files/docs/Advocacy/Child%20Care%20Elig%20and%20Rat
es%202019.pdf

https://www.ffyf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_CCDBG-Fact-Sheet_AK.pdf
https://www.threadalaska.org/wp-content/uploads/imported_files/docs/Advocacy/Child%20Care%20Elig%20and%20Rates%202019.pdf


Federal and State Early Care and Education Funding Streams 

Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five $250 million total
$8 million to Alaska Dept of 

Health

Tribal Early Childhood Development 8 total grantees for FY 22-23 2 tribal governments in AK

Other Administration for Children and Families Grants
Variety of competitive and mandatory 

grants

Recipients include both non-
profit and for-profit organizations 

as well as government, 
educational, and public housing 

groups

Alaska Child Care Grant Program Specific to licenses providers in the state
Intended to be spent on activities 

that increase quality of care. 

Quality Initiative program (thread)
Topic specific professional development 

for early educators
Awards range from $1,000 to 

$10,000

Alaska IN!
State program that provides additional 

funding for inclusive child care programs

offers supplemental funding to 
providers for training, needed 

accommodations, and support to 
help them meet the child’s 

individual needs
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/early-learning/preschool-development-grants
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/tribal/tribal-early-learning-initiative/grantees
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants
https://health.alaska.gov/dpa/Pages/ccare/ccare_grant.aspx
https://www.threadalaska.org/qi2023/
https://health.alaska.gov/dpa/Pages/ccare/specneeds.aspx


Child Development 
and Family 

Support Resources



Existing support 
organizations and resources 
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https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/
https://www.threadalaska.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/
https://www.a2p2.org/
https://www.anchorageaeyc.org/
https://www.aeyc-sea.org/index.html
https://ruralcap.org/
https://www.ffyf.org/
https://www.bestbeginningsalaska.org/


Efforts to Increase 
Quality and 

Professionalism in 
Child Care



Alaska SEED 
(System for Early 

Education 
Development)
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https://www.threadalaska.org/seed/


Learn & Grow-Alaska’s Quality 
Recognition and Improvement System
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https://www.threadalaska.org/learn-and-grow/


Alaska’s future depends on the health and well-
being of our youngest children. We know good 

health, positive experiences, and nurturing 
relationships create a strong foundation for lifelong 

learning. We also know a child’s brain develops more 
rapidly in the first few years of life than at any other 

time. The foundation built in early childhood impacts 
later health and well-being as well as success in 

school, the workforce, and in life.

Alaska Early Learning 
Guidelines

5/25/23 Introduction to Alaska’s Early Childhood System 15

https://www.alaskaelg.org/#domain


Thank you
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