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COVID-19 Variants Circulating in Alaska  
September 1, 2021, Alaska Genomics Situation Report

Alaska Genomics Situation Report: 
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/epi/id/siteassets/pages/HumanCoV/AKSeqCon_GenomicSituationReport.pdf



Variants of concern in Alaska• Original SARS-CoV-2 virus
One infection spreads to about 2-3 other unprotected individuals on average

• Delta variant
Each infected person typically infects 5-8 unprotected individuals

R0 = indicates how contagious 
an infectious disease is

Delta is Different - Highly Contagious



Alaska Vaccine Breakthrough Cases

• Vaccine breakthrough (VB) infections of 
COVID are those detected in a person who 
is more than 2 weeks beyond their second 
dose of a 2-dose series or the only dose of 
a 1-dose series.

• From January - August 28, 2021 Alaska 
recorded the following resulting from VB 
infection among Alaska residents. These 
counts are provisional and subject to 
change as more data are compiled.

o 16 out of 121 deaths  
o 85 out of 802 hospitalizations
o 5,162 out of 29,184 cases 

82% of all cases, 89% of all hospitalizations, and 87% of deaths among Alaska 
residents from January 1 through August 28, 2021 were in people who were not 
fully vaccinated.

Graphic: John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 



Alaska Vaccine Breakthrough Cases
Vaccinated vs. Unvaccinated Cases and Hospitalizations

January – July 2021

July 2021

Vaccine breakthrough
(VB) infections of 
COVID are those 
detected in a person 
who is more than 2 
weeks beyond their 
second dose of a 2-
dose series or the only 
dose of a 1-dose 
series.



Alaska COVID 19 Hospital Admissions By Age

• Mean age in 2020 was 62, mean age in 2021 was 57.
• Median age in 2020 was 65, median age in 2021 was 59.
• What we’re seeing now: Among those hospitalized for COVID-19, unvaccinated patients are 14 years younger 

than vaccinated patients



Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17

Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17



Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17

Alaska Pediatric Cases, March 2020 – July 2021 

The highest spread of 
cases and severe 
outcomes is happening 
in places with low 
vaccination rates

Getting vaccinated prevents 
severe illness, hospitalization, 
and death – and helps reduce 
spread of the virus.

Continue masking until fully 
vaccinated.
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Statewide COVID-19 Cases by Onset & Age Group 
September 7, 2021

0-19 age group 



Statewide COVID-19 Testing  
September 7, 2021



Statewide Vaccination Rates
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Statewide Hospital Capacity
September 7, 2021



Use Layered Prevention Strategies

 Vaccines
 Masks
 Testing
 Physical distancing
 Ventilation



Request a Free Q & A Session



Give AK a Shot – Alaska Chamber Campaign

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/default.aspx

The Alaska Chamber today 
announced the Give AK a Shot 
sweepstakes, giving Alaskans the 
opportunity to win $49,000 in 
cash (for Alaskans 18+) and 
educational savings plans (for 
Alaskans aged 12-17). 

For Alaskans getting their first 
dose – and two prizes awarded to 
those who are already fully 
vaccinated. 

Alaska Chamber is leading this 
campaign with DHSS support. 

Learn more at GiveAKaShot.com.

https://www.facebook.com/alaskachamber/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOeWqDqnpWVTFDeugbBqPSr0ZUKrHH_m3JWsf2E9pURS4HfVHkceqKEgQ4mi0Xxj70ezGFYQyshXe5S0oRV3OXW-CZrAyomp5xHbBKcW5oIs4fgRLl3oeusmUYGOqghUjGJbppEMIy4fyT6m4CQpZ10TBLXd4B4dI-nlUIRKuCWTsvpUIzlnM-W4cW9W--AxY&__tn__=kK-R
http://giveakashot.com/?fbclid=IwAR0TZNfhyL31C-5YiCUeyb74AwO3a9CgBVEslxjYBdZ362Jmkd_tbWslseA


Thank you!
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