
Planning and Zoning Commission

City of Valdez

Meeting Agenda - Final

212 Chenega Ave.

Valdez, AK 99686

Council Chambers7:00 PMWednesday, July 23, 2025

Regular Meeting

REGULAR AGENDA - 7:00 PM

I.  CALL TO ORDER

II.  ROLL CALL

III.  PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

IV.  NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Temporary Land Use Permit #25-09 for Granite Construction Company for 

a 1.9-acre Portion of Tract C1 ASLS 79-116 owned by the City of Valdez

1.

V.  REPORTS

Report: Issuance of Temporary Land Use Permit 25-05 to the Fireweed 400, Inc. for 

An Approximately 5.6-Acre Portion of 3100 Richardson Highway, Tract D 79-116 

owned by the City of Valdez

1.

Community Development Director’s Report2.

VI.  COMMISSION BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

VII.  ADJOURNMENT
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City of Valdez

Legislation Text

212 Chenega Ave.
Valdez, AK 99686

File #: 25-0324, Version: 1

ITEM TITLE:
Approval of Temporary Land Use Permit #25-09 for Granite Construction Company for a 1.9-acre
Portion of Tract C1 ASLS 79-116 owned by the City of Valdez

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Chase, Senior Planner

FISCAL NOTES:

Expenditure Required: N/A
Unencumbered Balance: N/A
Funding Source: N/A

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve temporary land use permit #25-09 for Granite Construction Company for a 1.9-acre portion
of Tract C1 ASLS 79-116 owned by the City of Valdez

SUMMARY STATEMENT:

Community Development Department staff received a temporary land use permit application from
Granite Construction Company for use of an approximately 1.9-acre portion of Tract C1 ASLS 79-116
owned by the City of Valdez. The site has been the location of a gravel extraction pit and asphalt
batch plant operated by Harris Sand and Gravel since 2002.

Granite Construction has requested use of the property for operation of a temporary asphalt
production plant in association with a State of Alaska Department of Transportation paving project
they are completing on the Richardson Highway (see attached application and narrative). No
permanent alteration of the land shall occur, or structures are proposed as part of this use. Granite
Construction has requested use of the starting July 7th, 2025, through October 15th, 2025.

The City Manager was solicited for comments on the application, and had no objection against the
proposed use, but did want to stipulate in the permit that Granite Construction be responsible for
clean up of any material or spills that could result from the proposed use. Staff will work with the City
Attorney to determine adequate language to protect the City is included in the permit.

The subject property is zoned public lands, which does not permit asphalt plants as an allowable use.
However, pursuant to Valdez Municipal Code 17.12.120 (B), interim, non-permanent uses of land that
are not in conformance with the zoning district are allowable with a temporary land use permit.

Pursuant to Valdez Municipal Code 17.12.120 (G) Approval Criteria, staff review of the proposed
temporary use request found that all ten approval criteria were satisfied.
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File #: 25-0324, Version: 1

Pursuant to Valdez Municipal Code 17.12.120 (I) 5.    “Action for Long-Term Permits. The planning
and zoning commission shall review the long-term temporary land use permit application, review staff
comments, and take action on the application. The commission may approve, approve with
conditions, or deny the application. Issuance of long-term permits shall be reported to the city council
at the next regularly scheduled meeting.”

Fees for temporary land use permits of this type were established by City Council with Resolution
#23-43 which states that “For temporary land use permits for areas that are less than two acres in
size, the fee shall be a flat monthly rate of $311.00, or a pro-rated daily rate of $11 per day for those
periods less than one month.” For the term requested the permit fee is $1,051.00.
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CITY OF VALDEZ 
TEMPORARY LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION

REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION (if applicable)

  Name

Phone

Email

Mailing Address

PROPERTY INFORMATION

       Property Owner Name

                Legal Description      Lot                 Block Subdivision/Survey 

Physical Address

          Property Description

        Proposed Use of Area  (attach a narrative, if more detail is required)

All fields are required. If not applicable, please mark with N/A or dash.

PAGE 1 OF 2

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name 

Phone

Email

Mailing Address

  Office Use Only

 Application Number  Date Received

Initials   Zoning District

      Permitted Use?     Yes No

Granite Construction Company

9073442593

benjamin.lamirand@gcinc.com

11471 Lang St.

Anchorage, AK 99515

Benjamin Lamirand

9072272247

benjamin.lamirand@gcinc.com

11471 Lang St.

Anchorage, AK 99515

Bill Harris, Harris Sand and Gravel

 Harris Sand and Gravel MP 1.6 Airport Road, Valdez, AK.

Sand, gravel, and asphalt industrial area.

Docusign Envelope ID: 3A828C68-61C8-4F7E-AEFB-1F7DA9327734

25-09 7/17/2025
PNC

4



ORGANIZATION TYPE

TEMPORARY BUILDINGS/STRUCTURES (if applicable)
Detail the number of temporary buildings, and the dimensions, type, and use for each.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS REQUIRED (the following must be submitted when applying for a TLUP)

APPLICANT SIGNATURE DATE

PAGE 2 OF 2

(Your signature above certifies that you are the official representative of this business and that all information 
included on this form is accurate.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Forms may be emailed to communitydevelopment@valdezak.gov or dropped off at the Community 
Development Window in City Hall. For a fillable PDF form, visitvaldezak.gov/275/City-Forms

To submit via mail, send to the following address:
Community Development 
City of Valdez
PO Box 307
Valdez, AK 99686

QUESTIONS?
Call the City of Valdez Community Development Department at 907-834-3401 or email community 
development@valdezak.gov.

Total Use Area Dimensions

Term Requested

  Parking Area Dimensions

Individual
Sole Proprietorship 
Partnership

Corporation
Non Profit
Other (please explain)

08/2021

Site Plan (including lot boundaries, use area boundaries, parking dimensions, and proposed temporary buildings)

Certificate of Liability Insurance (may be submitted following approval, but is required prior to permit issuance)

State of Alaska Business License (and any applicable professional licenses)

City of Valdez Business Registration

1.9 acres

7/7-10/15

3000-4000 sqft: 2 or 3 trucks and 1-3 larger equipment (front end loader) pieces

While not a building, one temporary portable hot plant will be placed at the location. The hot plant
consists of a generator, asphalt tanks, drum drier style asphalt plant, and misc. attached vans such as a
parts van and Quality Control lab. Actual layout and configuration is subject to adjustment, but total area
use would be under 1.91 acres. Parking would be adjacent to the plant, and situated in accordance with
MSHA safety parameters. Parking would be for employees only.
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Granite Construction Company’s Gencor Portable Asphalt Plant for temporary 
utilization at Harris Sand and Gravel. 

The asphalt plant is proposed in support of a project #0771002/NFHWY0141, Richardson 
Highway MP0-7 Repaving, awarded by the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities (AKDOT&PF) for the resurfacing of the Richardson Highway between mileposts 0 
and 7, beginning in Valdez, Alaska. The purpose of this project is to improve the driving 
surface and safety of the existing highway.  

Granite Constructions asphalt plant will be essential for producing hot mix asphalt (HMA) 
used during paving operations. Due to the location and scale of work, a nearby temporary 
plant is required to ensure quality control, logistical eƯiciency, and timely completion of 
paving activities within a limited seasonal window. This plant is approved and permitted 
under Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) Air Quality Permit 
program #AQ0177MG303. 

The project involves full-width roadway reclamation, grading, paving, and striping to restore 
the highway surface and improve safety. Construction will also bring adjacent approaches 
and shoulders up to current standards. Work will begin with the installation of traƯic 
control devices and erosion control measures in accordance with the ADOT approved 
TraƯic Control Plan (TCP) and Best Management Practices (BMPs). Once site controls are in 
place, the existing roadway will be reclaimed and graded to prepare for paving. 

Hot mix asphalt produced at the plant will then be used to pave the reconstructed areas, 
after which shoulder work will be completed. Final steps include applying roadway striping 
and removing all temporary BMPs and traƯic control devices.  

This temporary use approval is essential to maintaining project quality and schedule, while 
minimizing haul distances, reducing truck traƯic on public roads, and supporting safe and 
timely project completion. 

Upon completion of the paving and associated highway work the asphalt plant will be taken 
down and mobilized oƯsite, and the site restored. The plant’s location was selected for 
minimal disruption to surrounding areas while allowing eƯicient access to the project 
corridor. 
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Information displayed is for informational purposes
only.  The City of Valdez makes no warranties, 
expressed or implied as to the veracity or accuracy
of the information herein.

Author: Community Development

Light Industrial  (LI)
Heavy Industrial (HI)
Public Lands District (P)
Airport District (A)³
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Temporary Hot plant
layout area

Parking for vehicles
and equipment

Use Boundary -
Calculated above

Layout and
Acreage
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City of Valdez

Legislation Text

212 Chenega Ave.
Valdez, AK 99686

File #: 25-0325, Version: 1

ITEM TITLE:
Report: Issuance of Temporary Land Use Permit 25-05 to the Fireweed 400, Inc. for An
Approximately 5.6-Acre Portion of 3100 Richardson Highway, Tract D 79-116 owned by the City of
Valdez
SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Chase, Senior Planner

FISCAL NOTES:

Expenditure Required: N/A
Unencumbered Balance: N/A
Funding Source: N/A

RECOMMENDATION:

N/A report only

SUMMARY STATEMENT:

Fireweed 400, Inc. received temporary land use permit 25-05 for use of an approximately 5.6-acre
portion of 3100 Richardson Highway, Tract D 79-116 for July 11th - July 13th , 2025 for parking,
temporary camping and a beer garden for the finish line for the Fireweed 400 bike race at a portion of
the Gold Fields softball complex (see attached permit and designated area shown in Exhibit A).

Chief of Police and Parks and Recreation Director were solicited for comments on the application and
had no concerns.

Pursuant to Valdez Municipal Code 17.12.120 (G) Approval Criteria, staff review of the proposed
temporary use request found that all 10 approval criteria were satisfied.

Per resolution #23-43, this permit was exempted from permit fees as a community celebration less
than 10 days in duration.
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City of Valdez

Legislation Text

212 Chenega Ave.
Valdez, AK 99686

File #: 25-0326, Version: 1

ITEM TITLE:
Community Development Director’s Report
SUBMITTED BY: Kate Huber, Community Development Director

FISCAL NOTES:

Expenditure Required: n/a
Unencumbered Balance: n/a
Funding Source: n/a

RECOMMENDATION:

n/a - verbal report

SUMMARY STATEMENT:

The Community Development Director will provide a verbal update to commissioners during the
meeting.
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