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Monolith 1

VALDEZ RISING
“Suacit”
[Soo-Wa-Chit]

“The People From the Place That Rises Into View”

These sculptures at the gateway to the Meals Hill parklands and
trails celebrate the history and culture of the City of Valdez and the
collaborative spirit of those who built it. That spirit was inspired by
the longtime leadership of George Cheever Hazelet and Andrew
Jackson Meals, and the Native Alaskans they relied on.

The lives of these two prospectors and uncommon entrepreneurs
tell the story of the “many” who journeyed over the Valdez Glacier
into the Alaskan Gold Fields in 1898. It was strength of character
like theirs, persistence and resilience of common goals that built

Valdez and led the Alaska Territory into statehood in 1959.

Plaque 1



Monolith 2 Plaque 2

Always Looking Forward

In the early 1900s, city leaders George Cheever Hazelet and
Andrew Jackson Meals dreamed of moving the original site
of Valdez to higher, more stable ground. Long after they
were gone, their vision was finally realized.

The 1964 earthquake was the defining moment. What is
now known as “Old Town” was devastated. The
descendants of both men responded by revitalizing the old
partnership of 1898. They formed The Port Valdez
Company to donate 115 acres of land, where the failed
“Hazeletville” development once stood, so the City of
Valdez could rebuild and thrive again.




Plaque 3
(signature plaque)

VALDEZ RISING
“Suacit”

“The People From the Place that Rises into View” 1898
George Cheever Hazelet, Andrew Jackson Meals, and TI’adets
(a.k.a. “Indian Charlie”) ascend the Valdez Glacier to find Gold
and Copper but more importantly define the early “soul” of what
would become

The Community of Valdez, Alaska Founded

10901
Sculpture 2024, by Ion Onutan, Gegham Abrahamyan, Tsonivar
Muradyan, Grigoriy Reva, Gar LaSalle — Classic
Foundry, Seattle, Washington U.S.A.

Donated by: The Port of Valdez Company, Harris Sand &
Gravel Company and the Citizens of Valdez
www.valdezrising.com



http://www.valdezrising.com/

Updated budget estimate from artist for the
3 proposed monoliths as of February 12, 2024

COSTS (Expenses)
Hem Uk [ Item cost
Lisl edch project companant COST UMITS {guote o
estimalbe)
Hem UNIT [ ] Item cost
Lisl edch projecl compananl COBT LHITS foLaota of
eslimale)
5
Design for 3 bronze monuments, 3 bronze plagues, | title-credit plague 30,000 I | 5 30,000
5
Fabrication (including modelling. molding, casting, welding. chasing, texiuring, patina) 35,000 5 | 5 175 (Wb
Crating 5 &b 51§ 100D
5
Shipping 2,000 4 | § B
Cuarry of 3 stone benches, | platform and 3 - #¥x4'_shale stones for mounting bronze 5 - 5 -
5
Installation at Valdez site LT, L | 5 170460
5
Equipment rental for stone polishing, mounting, eic. 4,004 1 | & 400
5
Copy creation for monument description 2,000 L | 5 2000
5
Travel {Round Trip Seatile-Valdez) 1,000 T & 70
Lodging (Valdez & Anchorage) £ 240 24 | 5 576D
bleals 5 50 20 | 5 L0
TOTAL 252,760

Additional notes provided by John Clark of PVC:

* The original size of these panels proposed was
approximately 3 X 4. With the elimination of the stone
table, we were able enlarge the panels to approximately
4 X 6 to make the presentation more dynamic.

* With the development of the Native Alaskan elements in
both the 1st & 3rd plaques AND the addition of the oil
spill element in the third plaque, as requested in our May
5, 2023, meeting, we exceeded our $200K artist budget
and installation costs as presented to City Council on
November 21, 2023. The "table" was omitted. The
plagues were made larger. Oil spill was depicted in third
plaque with patina accents.

* The Alaska Community Foundation must approve all
donations and expenditures. PVC has been restricted in
obtaining additional funds because of the delay in The
City Council Approval process.
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(@) APPROX. 3' X 5' X 1' (NOMINAL) THK. STONE BENCH
OR 2' X 2' SQ. CONC. SEAT

@ EXISTING SWALE TO BE REROUTED

MEMORIAL ELEVATION (FEB. 2024)
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18" WIDF PAVING REQUIRFD BETWEEN]
NEW. GUTTER. AND PAVEMENT SAWGUM
SEE DETAL 3/C-403|
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THE PORT VALDEZ COMPANY, INC.
VALDEZ, ALASKA

: 1- (888) 809-0220 1- (502) 693-1506
m _W _M : Z O._| _M \_ : e REVISION CITY OF VALDEZ CONSERVATION EASEMENT
. ‘ . : MEALS HILL, VALDEZ, ALASKA

VALLEY GUTTER,

2112/24 PER MTG. W_COM. LOT 1

SITE PLAN

"VALDEZ RISING - SUACIT"

. MEALS HILL SUBDIVISION
PUBLIC ART MEMORIAL

Qshla Ooamn—‘um:m mbh-.n-@m\m DESIGNED BY: PVC DRAWN BY: CCE

JOB # 24.124

EDGEWOOD, NEW MEXICO 505.281.2444 CHECKED BY: PWC DATE: FEB 2024
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