Commission Trail Evaluation Form

General Information

Date:

6/10/25

Trail Name/ID:
Homestead

Evaluator:

PRCS Commissioners
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I. Trail Condition Assessment

Surface Condition

Type of Surface: (e.g., dirt, gravel, Packed Dirt/Gravel
packed earth, boardwalk, stairs)

General Condition: (e.g., well-
maintained, fair, poor, deteriorated)

Well Maintained. No immediate maintenance issues
Might be the nicest, easiest trail in the entire trail system

Very runnable

Specific Issues: (e.g., erosion, ruts,

) Path is wide, well brushed.
potholes, uneven surface, vegetation

) Erosion along parts of the path close to Mineral Creek
encroachment, debris) need to be monitored each season.
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Signage

Condition of Signs: (e.g., legible, faded, missing,
damaged)

Dog Stick Library is great!!

Gate and main sign looked good.
Street sign talking about protecting the
beach grass is missing a few letters.

There is no Homestead sign telling you to
turn left off Egan Road pass the bridge to
Nowhere. There is a sign that says go
straight for Shoup Bay trailhead. There is
also no Homestead sign once you turn left
and you see the trailhead parking lot.
Once you are at the trailhead, you have no
idea what trail you are hiking.

Sign Placement: (e.g., adequate, inadequate,
confusing)

It would be beneficial to have a few more
signs or more of a variety of signs. There
is really only one sign, which is at the start
of the trail discussing bear safety.

A sign at one of the viewpoints along
Mineral Creek that talks about the history
of Mineral Creek, or gold panning, etc.
There should be one near the little salmon
run outcropping that discusses salmon
runs, etc. And there should be signage
next to the bench at the end talking about
the Port or terminal or something

Specific Issues: (e.g., missing signs, damaged signs,
faded paint)

The grassy area that opens up into the little
creek on the right, as you're walking
towards the salt water, might be a good
spot for an interpretive sign about salmon,
bears, how salmon feeds the rain forest,
etc. It's pretty common to see bears and/or
evidence of bears in this area during late
summer as salmon fill this little creek.

Missing sign. At the trailhead there is a
doggy stick library. Once you start hiking
after about a minute, there is another doggy
poop station. Seems it should be removed.
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Drainage

Presence of Drainage Issues: (e.g., standing water,
mud, erosion)

Nothing that needs attention.

This trail has been moved through the years
due to a changing riverbed that's eaten
away at the banks. This was heavy
equipment work and required planning,
likely permits of some sort, and probably
more money. There's no need now, but
should a larger capex expense be budgeted
for in future FY's?

Specific Issues: (e.g., inadequate drainage, blocked
culverts, eroded banks)

None
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Safety

Safety Hazards: (e.g., fallen trees, loose rocks, steep

slopes, uneven terrain, loose/broken railings)

Aside from potential animal encounters,
this is a pretty safe and easy to use trail.

Specific Issues: (e.g., potential for slips, trips, or

falls, blocked trail)

There is a section where the trail breaks
into two sections. We might want to close
one off.
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User Impact

Trail Use: (e.g., pedestrian, bicycle, horseback, other)

Non motorized, multi use
In summer bike and hike
In winter skate ski and fat bike

Trail Use Intensity: (e.g., low, moderate, high)

High

Very nice to have access to the water and
the Port.

One of the shorter, easy, in-town hikes that
Is recommended by VCVB to visitors in the
area, Most comparable ADA trail in system
before Meals Hill.

Specific Issues: (e.g., excessive wear, damage from

trail users, illegal activities)

Because this is considered an easy hike
and marketed to people of all abilities (IE
cruise ship and seniors), we could include
more interpretive signage along the
pathway, especially towards the end with
the beautiful port viewpoint.
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Water Crossings

Crossing Safety: (e.g., Good, Mediocre, Poor) None

No water crossings

Current Features: (e.g., bridge, rocks, log, plank,
none)

None

Specific Issues: (e.g., bridge needed, erosion, social
trails evading water, needs rerouting)

None
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[l. Maintenance Needs

Recommended Maintenance Actions: (e.g., repair
erosion, clear debris, install signage, improve drainage,
re-surface trail)

Install proper signage

Priority Level: (e.g., urgent, high, medium, low)

High since it is well visited

I1l. Comment

Comments: (please provide any other details you wish
to add about this trail)

We need a rubric to quantify our answers to
be the same estimate. My low and
someone else's low might be different.

Several of the City-maintained trails,
including Homestead, do not have trailhead
signage indicating the trail or its name. (IE:
trailhead sign at Shoup trailhead.)

It would be wise, both for information and
identification, as well as City branding to
have similar trailhead signs at all
City-maintained trailheads.

**
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	Date: 6/10/25
	Trail NameID: Homestead
	Evaluator: PRCS Commissioners
	Type of Surface eg dirt gravel packed earth boardwalk stairs:  Packed Dirt/Gravel
	General Condition eg well maintained fair poor deteriorated: Well Maintained. No immediate maintenance issues
Might be the nicest, easiest trail in the entire trail system

Very runnable
	fill_3: Path is wide, well brushed.
Erosion along parts of the path close to Mineral Creek need to be monitored each season.
	Condition of Signs eg legible faded missing damaged: Dog Stick Library is great!!

Gate and main sign looked good.
Street sign talking about protecting the beach grass is missing a few letters.

There is no Homestead sign telling you to turn left off Egan Road pass the bridge to Nowhere.  There is a sign that says go straight for Shoup Bay trailhead.  There is also no Homestead sign once you turn left and you see the trailhead parking lot.  Once you are at the trailhead, you have no idea what trail you are hiking. 
	Sign Placement eg adequate inadequate confusing: It would be beneficial to have a few more signs or more of a variety of signs. There is really only one sign, which is at the start of the trail discussing bear safety.

A sign at one of the viewpoints along Mineral Creek that talks about the history of Mineral Creek, or gold panning, etc. There should be one near the little salmon run outcropping that discusses salmon runs, etc. And there should be signage next to the bench at the end talking about the Port or terminal or something
	fill_3_2: The grassy area that opens up into the little creek on the right, as you're walking towards the salt water, might be a good spot for an interpretive sign about salmon, bears, how salmon feeds the rain forest, etc.  It's pretty common to see bears and/or evidence of bears in this area during late summer as salmon fill this little creek.   

Missing sign.  At the trailhead there is a doggy stick library.  Once you start hiking after about a minute, there is another doggy poop station.  Seems it should be removed. 
	Presence of Drainage Issues eg standing water mud erosion: Nothing that needs attention.
This trail has been moved through the years due to a changing riverbed that's eaten away at the banks. This was heavy equipment work and required planning, likely permits of some sort, and probably more money.  There's no need now, but should a larger capex expense be budgeted for in future FY's?  
	fill_2: None
	Safety Hazards eg fallen trees loose rocks steep slopes uneven terrain loosebroken railings: Aside from potential animal encounters, this is a pretty safe and easy to use trail.
	fill_2_2: There is a section where the trail breaks into two sections.  We might want to close one off. 
	Trail Use eg pedestrian bicycle horseback other: Non motorized, multi use
In summer bike and hike
In winter skate ski and fat bike
	Trail Use Intensity eg low moderate high: High
Very nice to have access to the water and the Port.
One of the shorter, easy, in-town hikes that is recommended by VCVB to visitors in the area, Most comparable ADA trail in system before Meals Hill.
	fill_3_3: Because this is considered an easy hike and marketed to people of all abilities (IE cruise ship and seniors), we could include more interpretive signage along the pathway, especially towards the end with the beautiful port viewpoint.
	Crossing Safety eg Good Mediocre Poor: None
No water crossings
	Current Features eg bridge rocks log plank none: None
	fill_3_4: None
	Recommended Maintenance Actions eg repair erosion clear debris install signage improve drainage resurface trail: Install proper signage
	Priority Level eg urgent high medium low: High since it is well visited
	Comments please provide any other details you wish to add about this trail: We need a rubric to quantify our answers to be the same estimate.  My low and someone else's low might be different.

Several of the City-maintained trails, including Homestead, do not have trailhead signage indicating the trail or its name. (IE: trailhead sign at Shoup trailhead.)

It would be wise, both for information and identification, as well as City branding to have similar trailhead signs at all City-maintained trailheads.
**




