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Valdez Voices & Visions Project is a placemaking initiative designed to
transform the cultural landscape of Valdez through an integrated system
of art-infused public murals, banners and way-finding elements. At its
core, the Project is about telling the story of Valdez’s past, present, and
future through visually engaging, accessible, and meaningful works of art
placed throughout the City’s pedestrian corridors and public spaces.

This Project aims to celebrate Valdez’s unique identity while enhancing the
cultural experience for residents and visitors alike. Centered in our
downtown and historic Old Town districts, the Project will include a series
of interpretive markers, colorful “Wander Here” street pole banners, and
professionally commissioned murals that visually narrate the story of
Valdez’s past, present, and future.

The heart of the Project focuses on revitalizing the “Old Town Walking
Tour” a self-guided outdoor museum that brings to life the original
townsite of Valdez before its destruction in the 1964 Good Friday
Earthquake and the subsequent relocation of the community. The
Project’s way-finding elements will transform this quiet landscape into a
more dynamic, accessible, and educational space. Newly designed signage
will use archival images, QR codes, and interpretive content to walk
visitors through time—connecting them to the people, cultures, and forces
that shaped Valdez.

The “Wander Here” banner campaign will reinforce visual cohesion
throughout the downtown core, encouraging exploration and reinforcing a
sense of place. In addition, murals painted on outdoor canvas’ on select
downtown buildings will feature local history, Indigenous culture, maritime
life, and natural beauty—reflecting the stories and voices of our
community and inviting deeper public engagement. These artworks will be
developed through an open artist selection process, with strong
community participation in design themes.



Valdez Voices & Visions represents an innovative approach to rural
placemaking by blending heritage tourism, creative expression, and
economic development in one unified effort. The Project is designed to be
scalable and replicable by other small communities seeking to elevate
underutilized public spaces into cultural assets. It aligns directly with the
Valdez City Council’s 2024 priorities to grow the local economy, support
the arts, and enhance the community’s sense of belonging.

The T-Mobile Hometown Grant will fund the creation and installation of
banners and interpretive signage, artist stipends and mural materials, and
community engagement events. Additional financial along with in-kind
contributions from the City of Valdez and other local Alaskan partners will
support the remaining implementation needs. With this support, Valdez
Voices & Visions will launch a legacy of storytelling, pride, and economic
vibrancy through the power of place.



Old Town site with 19 interpretive sighage
placements (red dots)



Original Valdez Town Site
and beginning of the “Old Town Tour”



Old Post Office site

Corner of Alaska Ave &
McKinley



Remnants of the old dock



John Thomas Kelsey Municipal
Dock Public Art placement



Old Town Wayfinding Panels design



Old Town Wayfinding Panels design



Community branded banners












Public Art Designs









Public Art









Community paint by number mural
Past, present, future



