
Valdez Municipal Code 17.50 – Conditional Uses 

17.50.010 Generally. 

Within Chapters 17.10 through 17.48, certain uses and structures are specified as conditional uses. 
These uses are generally compatible with the district in which they are specified, but are of such 
character that it is necessary to place additional conditions and safeguards upon these uses before 
permitting them to be developed within the district. The authority for granting permission or denying 
conditional uses rests with the planning and zoning commission as established by AS 29.33.080(d) and 
(e) and specified in Chapter 17.06 of this title. (Prior code § 30-42) 

17.50.020 Criteria to be considered. 

In considering the granting of a conditional use, the planning and zoning commission shall satisfy itself 
that the general criteria set forth for uses specified in this title will be met. The planning and zoning 
commission may consider any or all of the criteria listed in this section and may base conditions or 
safeguards upon them. 

The planning and zoning commission may require the applicant to submit whatever reasonable evidence 
may be needed to protect the public interest. The burden of proof rests with the applicant. The general 
criteria for considering the conditions, if any, under which permission for a particular conditional use 
shall or shall not be granted in a district in which that use is specified in the district regulations are as 
follows: 

A.    Topography, slope and soil stability, geophysical hazards, surface and subsurface drainage and 
water quality, and the probable effects of the proposed conditional use upon these factors. 

B.    Utilities and services requirements of the proposed conditional use, including sewers, storm 
drainage, water, fire protection, access and electrical power; the planning and zoning commission may 
request the assistance of public officials with knowledge of the relevant public utility and service 
systems in evaluating the probable effects of the proposed use of public systems, and may consider the 
costs of enlarging, upgrading or extending public utility or service systems for the proposed use in 
establishing conditions under which the use shall be permitted. 

C.    Lot or tract characteristics, including minimum lot size, minimum yard requirements, maximum lot 
coverage by all buildings or structures, and maximum height of buildings or structures. 

D.    Use characteristics of the proposed conditional use that affect adjacent uses and districts, including 
hours of operation, numbers of persons, traffic volumes, off-street parking and loading facilities, trash 
and litter removal, exterior lighting, noise, vibration, dust, smoke, heat and humidity, recreation and 
open space requirements. 

E.    Community appearance, such as landscaping, fencing and screening, depending upon the specific 
use and its visual impact on the community. (Prior code § 30-43) 
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