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TRAIL ENGTH DESCRIPTION
This is the main artery of the trail system, a wide
MULTI-USE SPINE TRAIL 1.2 mi | path that leads you up to the high point of Meals
Hill.
The Overlook Loop provides seating and views of
OVERLOOK LOOP 0.04 mil the harbor. The trail will lead to the shelter and
toilet.
The Valdez Vista Trail is a hiking only trail that
VALDEZ VISTA TRAIL 0.3 mi | begins with an over 10% grade but flattens out
and provides great views.
| Multi-use trail open to hikers, bikes, skis.
BOG VIEW TRAIL 0.2 mi Ungroomed.
COREST FLOW MOUTAIN BIKE Hqtur_nl _Surfn:n:e- non motorized sipgletrmck trail
TRAIL 0.5 mi | with limited technical features svitable for
beginner and intermediate riders. No hiking.
ALDER FLOW MOUNTAIN - | Natural surface with banked turns for
2.0 mi
BIKE TRAIL intermediate riders. No hiking.

Park History

The Valdez region was settled by Sugpiaq, Eyak and Ahtna Native
peoples. These tribes hunted, fished, and traded in the area for
thousands of years.

During the Klondike gold rush of the late 1800s, what is known today
as Meals Hill became part of a 700 acre claim by two
entrepreneurs, George Cheever Hazelet and Andrew Jackson Meals.

Over the turn of the century and through the early decades of the
1900s Valdez developed into a city, but the historic townsite was
destroyed in the infamous Good Friday earthquake of 1964.

To assist with the town relocation, the descendants of Meals and
Hazelet formed The Port Valdez Company. In the aftermath of the
earthquake, The Port Valdez Company worked with the city to
relocate the townsite to Meals and Hazelet homestead lands. As the
new Valdez townsite grew, The Port Valdez Company continued to
look for development opportunities on their remaining holdings. As
a landmark with 360-degree views of the port, mountains, and town,
Meals Hill had always been valued for its unique features. In 2019,
the Port Valdez Company agreed to sell the Meals Hill property to
COV for use as a city park.

Things to Look For:

Be Aware Of:
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Devil’s Club

Oplopanax horridus

Stinging Netfle

Urtica dioica

Cow Parsnip
Heracleum maximum

Things That Sting
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Make Noise & Keep Your Distance
Animals

MealS Hlu A Place for People to Experience

The Dynamic Landscapes of Valdez

The purchase of the Meals Hill Park property was funded in part by a grant from the Exxon Valdez QOil Spill Trustee Council
(EVOSTC). EVOSTC was formed to oversee the restoration of the ecosystem injured by the oil spill through the use of the $900
million civil settlement approved by the U.S. District Court on October 9, 1991 between the State of Alaska, the United States
government, and Exxon.

EVOSTC funded the purchase of the Meals Hill property due to its environmental significance and alignment with EVOSTC's mission
to restore species and services impacted by the spill. The property contains 184 acres of undisturbed coastal rainforest, rocky
coastal habitat, and wetlands that protect and aid in recovery of species, habitat, and services that were injured by the oil spill.
The conditions of the EVOSTC funding included the placement of a conservation easement on the property to protect the
property's natural environment in perpetuity.

Through the efforts of the Great Land Trust, The Port Valdez Company, EVOSTC, the U.S. Department of the Interior, BLM, the City
of Valdez, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and individual community members, the land transfer and conservation
easement were successfully completed in 2019.

Habitats of Meals Hill:

—=_  Intertidal Zone
s VAU 2 Meals Hill is located right on the
water,its rocky cliffs along the
port of Valdez contain tidal
species.

Throughout the
forests of Meals

Hill, there are old
growth Sitka Spruce
and hemlock.

Coastal Rain Forest

Valdez is located within the Pacific
Temperate Rainforest, which
extends down to the coast of
California. The Pacific Temperate
Rainforest is the largest rainforest in
the world.

Mountain
Views

N/ \Weather dependent, spectacular
views will be visible along your visit.
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Bird Vetch Spotted Knapwee

Vicia cracca Centaureaq stoebe

Butter & Egzgjs

Linaria vulgaris Pilosella aurantiaca

Common Invasive Species
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Between Land & Sea:

The Intertidal Zone

The intertidal zone is the area where land and sea meet. This zone is sometimes
exposed, sometimes covered in water depending on the tides. Many special
species thrive in this zone. There is an Alaska Native phrase:
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Sea otter populations in Valdez Harbor
declined severely after the Exxon Valdez Oil spill
in 1989, but they are now considered recovered.
Sea otters feed on many of the species found in
the intertidal zone like mollusks and crustaceans
as well as small fish. Alaska Native hunters would
mimic the sounds the sea otters make in order to
capture them.

Alaska Native legend tells us that -

the sea otter started first as a S

man. The man was hunting for \ : 5

chitons (a mollusk) when he W 0 SNEE | : : 5
W became stranded as the tide W RGEEe . ] iocks when the
{\\K came in. As the water level ' E tides goes out, all :
»\& grew higher, he transformed into ' L e | _of which are edible. 5

a sea otter in order to survive.

o . o A N i Starfish (Asteroidea spl) | | Barnacles (Clrrlped|a) O {
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Ocean Wonders:

Marine Life of Valdez

Valdez is located right on
the water on the Gulf of
Valdez, connected to
Prince William Sound by
ey wiwe . |the Valdez Arm. Marine life
o r ol frequents this area, with

G el < VL A whales coming into the.
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out for all kinds of
\ creatures that might be
taking a swim.

-

© GulfofAlaska

Jf‘ f | gulf to feed. Keep your eye

When the Exxon Valdez

Oil Spill occurred, the oil
spilled out of the harbor into
Prince William Sound, the coast
line in the Valdez Harbor was NG sea Lion

not impacted. But marine Sugpiaq: Wiinag Harbor Seal
mammals of Prince William e . _ Sugpiaq: Qaigyaq |
Sound were greatly affected. e ‘
Many animals became coated in
oil, and massive efforts when in
to save animals. Thousands of
marine mammals died from the
oil. Today, sea otters and harbor
seals are both considered
recovered.

| Sea Otter :
Sugpiaqg: Arhnaq
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Look Across the Bay. Mountains of Valdez

Mummy Mountain

Mount Kate e Peak 4593

Valdez Marine Termrinal
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